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righteous, how, we should ask with the Vedintist,
can we ascribe to Him the wrongs with which the
world abounds, and the apparently undeserved
sufferings of its inhabitants ? Why was one child
born blind or brought up in a society where its
moral nature must suffer shipwreck ? Why are
the bad so often triumphant, and the good tram-
pled under foot ? Why is there so much suffer-
ing at childbirth and at the approach of death ?
Why are the innocent punished, while the wicked
escape? Various answers have been given to
these questions by various philosophers and re-
ligious teachers. We may acquiesce in them, if
we hold certain religious beliefs, but no system of
pure ethics has been able to satisfy those who ask
these questions in the agony of their undeserved
afflictions. The answer of the Vedinta philo-
sophers is well known, and has become the key-
note not only of the Brihmanic, but likewise of
Buddhist morality, over the greater part of the
world. There must be a cause, they say, to
account for the effect which we see but too
clearly, and that cause cannot possibly be found
in the mere caprice or injustice of the Creator.